Hippocratic tradition demanded that the physician should concentrate all his attention and effort on the individual necessities of that particular case under treatment at the moment.
In the development of our thesis later, it will be shown that this insulated aspect, while excellent for the patient, is not the best method for the advancing of our Osier, in his epic prose, has thus described the catastrophic decline of science during these centuries : "Following the glory that was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome, desolation came upon the civilised world, in which the light of learning burnt low, flickering almost to extinction."
The fifteenth century ushered in the period known as the Renaissance, in which a revolt against mediaevalism arose. Medicine, along with the other arts and sciences, was involved in this intellectual upheaval. A new enthusiasm for the ideals of Hippocrates and Galen arose, greatly assisted and accelerated by the invention of the printing press. Progress was rapid, and the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw the foundation laid for an accurate knowledge of the structure of the human body, and demonstrated how its function should be studied intelligently. The next important milestone in the evolution of medicine was the election, by the student body of Padua, of Vesalius, a wandering scholar and a native of Belgium, at the age of twenty-four, to 
